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Inspiring Futures




Helping with spelling

The key is to practice spellings as much as possible.  Make it as much fun as possible.  The following may help:

· Card games such as pairs and snap can be made to practice spelling words.  Blank playing cards can be bought or made from card.
· Use word searches – buy books from the newsagents or make your own using your child’s spelling words.  Use http://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/. 

· Playing word games such as Scrabble and Boggle to encourage your child to think about words and how they are spelt.
· Use sand trays, chocolate mousse trays or white boards as an alternative to writing down words and spellings.  Encourage your child to practice words with their eyes shut as well as with eyes open, saying the letters aloud as writing and seeing the word (multisensory).  
· There are a lot of web-based programmes and apps out there - try the BBC website as a starting point. 
· Use free doodle apps on iPad and Android tablets to practise spellings e.g. Kids Doodle.  

· Spelling mnemonics are good for learning tricky words e.g. 
big elephants can’t always use small exits   (because) 
sad ants in dustbins     (said)

only cats’ eyes are narrow     (ocean) 
rhythm helps your two hips move     (rhythm).  
Make up your own silly sentences to remember words.  If you put ‘spelling mnemonics’ into an internet search engine, you can access many more.

· Use other spelling strategies including look, say, cover, write and check.

· Use spell attack strategies to work out tricky spellings.  Look for the tricky bit and make it different or write it in a different colour.                   e.g. rain.
· Finally, little and often is best.  Ten minutes per night is better than 1 hour a week.

