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Inspiring Futures




Helping with reading
The key is to read as much as possible 
The following strategies may help:

· Let your child read a mixture of school books and reading material that interest them.  It’s not always what they are reading (within reason!) that matters, it’s the fact that they are reading at all.  Magazines and newspapers are a good start for reluctant readers.  
· little and often is better than an hour a week or not at all!

· Look for high interest/low reading level books.  If the book is too difficult it puts reluctant readers off.  

· Read together, ask your child to echo what you have read. Take alternate pages in the book to read more of the story.  Reluctant readers often find it frustrating when reading books as they never seem to finish!
· When reading together, discuss the book, try to predict the story and ask questions such as who, what, where, when and why?  This helps with reading comprehension and memory.

· Encourage the use of word attack strategies to decode tricky words such as:

1. Use initial letters and sounds.

2. Read on and see if the context of the sentence gives you the word.

3. Use picture clues.

4. Recognise smaller words in bigger words.

5. Break up words into smaller chunks.
6. Use final letters and sounds.



The key is to encourage your child to use strategies independently.





AND?


Have they had their eyes tested recently?








